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October is a month of awareness, observance and remembrance. As we see 
and feel the change of seasons, it is a time for reflection. In doing so, I have 
recently reached a decision that I want to share. I will be retiring from CAL 
FIRE at the end of the year. 
 
My wife, Janet, has been battling Multiple Sclerosis and a number of other 
disorders for over 25 years. During September, she experienced a profound 
decline in her health. I have often advised those who work for me to know 
their priorities in life and act accordingly. It is time to follow my own advice. 
 
I made it known to those who asked that it was my desire to continue working 
into the next administration. Like the leaves of autumn, things change. 
 
I debated when to make the announcement. No one wants to be thought of as a lame duck, but I do believe I owe 
it to those who will take this department into the future to know my plans. I hope it will come as no surprise to 
anyone who knows me that I intend to remain fully engaged until my last day, so this is not a goodbye message. It 
is more fair warning to the people of CAL FIRE to buckle down and prepare for a very busy three months. 
 

 
Del Walters, Chief 
Director 


