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Daylight Saving Ends - CAL FIRE Reminds Californians to 
Change Your Clocks, Change Your Batteries 

 
Sacramento – This Sunday, Californians will be rolling back their clocks as daylight saving 
comes to an end on November 6, 2011. CAL FIRE and fire departments across the state are 
reminding residents to replace the batteries in all smoke alarms as well as their carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarm when they change their clocks. 
 
“We recommend changing the batteries in your smoke alarms twice a year,” said Acting State 
Fire Marshal Tonya Hoover, CAL FIRE. “While you are spending a couple minutes to change 
the time on all your clocks, it’s so easy just to add an extra minute to ensure your smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide alarms all have fresh, new batteries as well.” 
 
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), roughly two-thirds of home fire 
deaths occurred in homes without working smoke alarms. Working smoke alarms increase the 
change of surviving a home fire by 50 percent.   
 
For decades, firefighters have used the time change as a reminder for residents to change their 
smoke alarm batteries. This year, officials are adding carbon monoxide alarms to their message 
following a new state law requiring all single-family homes have a carbon monoxide alarm. 
 
 CAL FIRE has the following tips on smoke alarms:  

 Test smoke alarms once a month. 
 Replace batteries in all smoke alarms and CO alarms twice a year. 
 Don’t “borrow” or remove batteries from smoke & CO alarms even temporarily.  
 Regularly vacuum or dust smoke & CO alarms to keep them working properly.  
 Replace smoke alarms every 10 years.  
 Don’t paint over smoke or CO alarms.  
 Practice family fire drills so everyone knows what to do if the smoke alarm goes off.  

 
Find more information visit the CAL FIRE Web site at www.fire.ca.gov. 

 
 CAL FIRE Smoke Alarm Webpage   Smoke Alarm Safety Video 

 
CAL FIRE Carbon Monoxide Alarm Webpage  
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http://www.fire.ca.gov/
http://www.fire.ca.gov/communications/downloads/fact_sheets/SmokeAlarms.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ur2E2Bifjas
http://www.fire.ca.gov/communications/communications_firesafety_carbonmonoxide.php

